SMS 2003 and Software Testing — Boise Code Camp — Clint Tinsley

Demonstrate and discuss Microsoft’s System Management Server 2003 (SMS), using it
in the Development testing environment. Presentation will include configuration of both
the server and workstation in a virtualized environment, setting up pushes
(advertisements) including command line parameters and logging.

SMS 2003 has been replaced by System Center Configuration Manager 2007.

SMS 2003 Product Pricing and Licensing
http://www.microsoft.com/smserver/howtobuy/default.mspx

SCCM 2007 Product Pricing Licensing
http://www.microsoft.com/systemcenter/configmgr/howtobuy/default. mspx

Each Managed device requires a CML configuration management license, in addition to
the usual server client access license (CAL). It is generally prudent to check with your
Microsoft resource to confirm that you are in compliance on licensing.

Versioning information:

SMS 2003 plus SP1, SP2 and SP3 (released 2007)

SMS 2003 R2 builds on the SP1 and SP2 updates.

SCCM 2007 replaces SMS 2003 R2 (120 Day Trial is available)
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/bb736730.aspx

Healthcast Software Testing Need — Test MSI driven silent (/gn) software distributions
and updates using SMS 2003 to duplicate our client environments where SMS is used.

Creating the Environment:

HealthCast approach — A self contained network, static addressing, Single server for the
Domain Controller and SMS 2003 server. 5 workstations for testing, 4 Windows XP and
1 Windows 2000. Workstations must be added to the domain and then “discovered” by
SMS before pushes/advertisements can be made. SMS uses “discovery” from AD to be
able to push to both users and machines. Also, the SMS Client must be able to
communicate with SMS in order to receive and execute the advertisement.

Server VM configuration: Windows 2003 EE SP2, IIS, SQL 2000, SMS 2003 Primary
Site Server, SCSI 8 GB, 512 MB of RAM allocated in VM. Next time around, we will
go bigger on the HD, SYS and DATA volumes; currently 2.15 GB available. IP Settings
are important as no DHCP or DNS is used in this configuration (not configured). (Show
settings)

The basic procedure for both Windows 2000 and Windows 2003 can be found in the
SMS 2003 Reviewer’s Guide.


http://www.microsoft.com/smserver/howtobuy/default.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/systemcenter/configmgr/howtobuy/default.mspx
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/bb736730.aspx

Workstation configuration: Windows XP, fully updated, msiexec 3.1 installed. Joined to
the domain. SMS Client installed. Again IP configuration important, DNS points at
server. (Show IP Configuration)

Workstation SMS Client Install — There are a number of approaches to doing this but |
found it most efficient to copy the C:\SMS\Client\i386 (4 files) from the SMS server to a
C:\Client\i386 where 1 installed the client with the command line:

ccmsetup SMSSITECODE=AUTO /useronly.
Demo SMS Client utilities installed on workstation.
Using SMS 2003 - Demo
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Resources:

Product Overview
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/sms/bb676790.aspx

Systems Management Server 2003 Product Documentation
http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/sms/bb676794.aspx

Particularly helpful — first time user or to test drive, Microsoft SMS2003Re vi ewer ' s
Guide, a bit dated (2003) but it is still relevant in setting up and using SMS for software
distribution.

Books:
SMS 2003 Admini sWmxat or' s Reference
Professional MOM 2005, SMS 2003, and WSUS — Wrox
SMS 2003 Recipes — Apress
Session Materials
o Posted at http://www.clintidaho.us/sms2003.pdf

o http://mww.boisecodecamp.org (After Camp)
o Eemail: clintin@hotmail.com
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